FIRST HAND

EXPER ENCE

“When we first acquired g portuble ultrasound

system from SonoSite, we estimuted that the
scunher would be uble to perform around hulf
of our portuble ulfrasound work in u busy feuching
hospital environment,” explains Dr. Elliott. “However
this figure increused rupidly when we discovered
the yudlity and versditility of the unit.”

With the enhunced feutures of the SonoSite
180PLUS system, which included spectral Doppler,
the vust majority of the hospital’s portuble
ultrasound heeds ure how met by the system.
Simon continues, “The only thing we redlly lucked
previously wus spectral Doppler cupubility, since
oh u duily busis we heed to service u supru-
regionul renal and liver fransplant service, ulony
with severdl high dependency units. In addition,
the scunner is used ddily in the operuting theutre
und interventionul radioloyy rooms for loculization
of kidneys for PCN, biliury dilutation and various
fluid collections.”

The true portubility of the SonoSite 180PLUS system
hus transformed Freemaun Hospitdl, freeing up
sophisticated machines for the full studies that
are reully needed. “Before we hud the SonoSite,
we hud to unpluy one of our lurge curt-bused
muchines und wheel it ulony the corridor, into
the lift, inside the cubicle und round u bed. This
meunt muking u specific booking und shutting
down d busy list in the radioloyy depaurtment,”
expluins Dr. Ellioft,
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The hospitul’'s examination times have been
substuntidlly reduced und, us d result, overdill
efficiency hus increused. “On uverage we curry
out uround hulf u dozen cuses u duy with the
SonosSite, und while that may not sound like very
much it cun be u consideruble umount of time,
us three cuses on ITU cun tuke 40 minutes und
theutre cun eusily tuke a couple of hours,”
comments Dr. Ellioft.

Simon hus found that the image gudlity of the fully
digital, high-resolution broudbund imuging in 2D,
M-mode, color power Doppler compures very well
with curt-bused muchines thut cost ten times us
much: “We dre usiny it muinly for work outside the
depurtment und we huve found the yudlity sutis-
factory in ulmost ull cuses. In fuct, we were keen
to check the reliubility of the SonoSite when we
first sturted using it und so we took u curt-bused
system to compure the imayes side-by-side. In
daround 30 compurisohs, the SonoSite compured
very well to the system that cost ten times us much.
In purticular, we were concerned ubout the meu-
surement of the heputic artery flow in the liver, but
we found that we could definitely frust the SonoSite.

The udvunced color Doppler feutures found on
the SonoSite are particularly important for
fransplantation, us it is vital that there is o good
blood supply from the arterial und venous supplies
if the operution is to be successful. The color
power Doppler on the upyraded 180PLUS system
is importunt when neediny to determine the
direction of blood flow, particulurly in the portal
vein of the liver. | huve ulso mude severdl side-
by-side compurisons of Doppler sensitivity und
accuracy in liver fransplaunt putients, und have
found that in skilled hands, the 180PLUS system
frovides diugnostic B-mode und Doppler imuging
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in critical care situations, such us suspected
heputic urtery thrombosis.”

The hospitul is dlso sturting up U hew service using
the SonosSite in u routine kidney outputients clinic,
meuniny thut putients no longer have to come
to ultrusound to be scunned: "This is better for the
putients who no longer have to wait around, it
frees up time in the depurtment und it meuns that
the doctors have the information in front of them
during the consultution. We are so convinced of
the vdlue of the system that we have bought
another one for the unesthetics depurtment
und we dre how runhing u fraining course in
ussociution with SonoSite to trauin unesthetists und
intensivists to scun. Training is vital us a lot of people
are concerhed that anyone cun buy u system
und scun people und thut is cuusing u lot of
controversy.”

Despite uny misyivings concerning non-
radioloyists using the system, the benefits of having
dunesthetists und other stuff tfruined fo use the
system muy prove extremely beneficidl in the
lony run.
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